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A training program to reduce the spread of drugs and psychotropic substances at the
universityacademic year 2023/2024

In collaboration with A’Sharqgiyah University,
the Ibra Health Committee completed a vol-
unteer trainer training program aimed at pre-
paring volunteer trainers toreduce the spread
of drugs and psychotropic substances. The
program involved the participation of agroup
of volunteers working in government and pri-
vate institutions in Al-Shargiyah North Gov-
ernorate in the departments of awareness,
guidance, and social and psychological work-
ers.The program aims to provide participants
with the skills and methods of providing
awareness and guidance on the dangers of
drugs and psychotropic substances and to
prepare them as trainees capable of prepar-
ing a guidance and awareness program on
the dangers of drugs. The three-day program
was presented by Dr. Amira Al-Raidan, super-
visor of the Awareness and Training Depart-
ment of the Prevention Committee of the Ex-
ecutive Office of the National Committee to
Combat Drugs and Psychotropic Substances,
and a senior psychiatrist at Al-Masarra Hospi-
tal. The program included a set of basic top-
ics, most notably methods of raising aware-
ness of the dangers of drugs and psychotropic
substances and introducing participants to
drugs and psychotropic substances: causes,
factors, and effects leading to and falling into
abuse, in addition to the available therapeu-

tic services, treatment mechanism, and stages. In
addition to the challenges that may be faced by de-
toxification, rehabilitation and aftercare, the gener-
al requirements for the drug problem awareness
mechanism, the guidelines for creating awareness
content, and the role of the National Commission
for the Prevention of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotro-
pic Substances: achievements, prospects, future
therapeutic, and rehabilitation projects and plans.
The program also included an educational aware-
ness exhibition presented by the Narcotics and Psy-
chotropic Substances Control Department, led by
the Shargiyah North Police, which included aware-
ness models about the harms of drugs and psycho-
tropic substances on society and the department’s
efforts to combat narcotics and psychotropic sub-
stances.

Introductory Week for the Second Semester of the Academic Year 2023-2024

To familiarize students with their rights and
responsibilities as university students, the in-
stitution organized an introduction week of
events for new students during the second se-
mester of the academic year 2023-2024.The
3-days introductory week included various
meetings for several service departments,
such as the Student Affairs Department, the
Language Centre, the Foundation Program,
and Departments of Admissions and Regis-
tration, Finance, Information Technology, the
Learning Resources Centre and the Founda-
tion Program. As well as the Internal Housing
Department services, the Administrative Af-
fairs Department, represented by the univer-
sity’s clinic, and the Security and Safety De-
partment. It also included a meeting with the

Vice Chansellor Fouad Chedid, and deans of col-
leges. The program also included placement tests in
the English language, information technology, and
mathematics, and interviews for students in educa-
tional majors.

The Uuniversity's Academic Advising Centre visits Sohar University and the National

Universitytyacademic year 2023/2024

In order to exchange experiences and knowl-
edge in the field of counselling and academic
support between private and governmental
higher education institutions, the University’s
Academic Guidance Centre visited Sahar Univer-
sity and the National University. During his visit
to Sohar University, they met with the Vice Pres-
ident for Academic Affairs, the General Supervi-
sor of Academic Support, and a number of the
Academic Support Unit staff. This visit included
introductory tours that included several Sohar
University facilities and joint work sessions to
exchange experiences, knowledge, and ideas
about best practices in the academic guidance
field and support. Additionally, the Centre also
undertook a visit to the National University,
which included discussion sessions with teach-
ing staff and academic supervisors and presen-
tation of the regulations of both universities re-
garding the academic guidance aspect. The two
parties also discussed the most important meth-
ods and policies used for the counseling process,

how to solve and classify students’ academic
problems, and the ACADS system used at the Na-
tional University to assess students’ problems
and find appropriate solutions to them. For its
part, the A'Sharqiyah University delegation re-
viewed its experience in the field of academic
support, the policy followed for students under
academic supervision and students at risk, and
how to assist in the successful counseling process
in facilitating the educational process.



A’Sharqgiyah University obtains institutional academic accreditation

A’Shargiyah University has been granted universal and unconditional institutional academic ac-
creditation by the Omani Authority for Academic Accreditation and Quality Assurance of Education
after being able to fulfill the requirements and standards of nine standards used in the approved
evaluation of higher education institutions in the Sultanate of Oman. The academic accreditation
certificate was handed over by Her Excellency Rahma Al-Mahrougqi, Minister of Higher Education,
Scientific Research, and Innovation, Chairperson of the Authority’s Board of Directors, and HE Dr.
Jokha Al-Shukailiy, the Authority CEO. Accompanied also by Abdullah Al-Busaidi, Chairman of the
University’s Board of Trustees, and Sheikh Abdullah Al-Harthy. Chairman of the university’s Board
of Directors and Professor Fouad Chedid, the university’s Vice Chancellor. The university achieved
this accreditation through its remarkable achievements in improving the quality of academic pro-
grams, scientificresearch, and innovation over the past years and implementing strategic programs
and plans. On the other hand, the university appreciates the ongoing efforts made by the Omani
Authority for Academic Accreditation and Educational Quality Assurance to enhance the quality
and efficiency of higher education institutions in the Sultanate of Oman.

A’Sharqgiyah University holds a media meeting with media institutions

The university held a media meeting in the through social responsibility and the opportuni-
presence of Abdullah Al Busaidi, Chairman of ties offered by the university to support this re-
the University’s Board of Trustees, Sheikh Ab- sponsibility were also reviewed. Abdullah Al Bu-
dullah Al Harithi, Chairman of the University’s saidi said: “The university has obtained
Board of Directors, Professor Fouad Chedid, unconditional academic accreditation and is the
Vice Chansellor; and Hamad Al Hajri, Vice third university in the Sultanate,” adding that the
Chansellor deputy for Resources and Institu- university aspires to be a leading institution in
tional Support. The meeting aimed to highlight the education field in Oman and to promote au-
the university’s achievements over the pastand thentic values, creativity, and social and econom-
most recent period, the unconditional academ- ic development. He added, “This meeting was an
ic accreditation, and its community initiatives, opportunity to learn about what A'Sharqiyah
which amounted to two million Omani riyals University is doing and to talk about academic ac-
distributed over the next five years. The univer- creditation, which is a prominent and important
sity’s academic future was also discussed in event for the current stage and the future, as well
terms of academic programs and scientific re- as about the initiatives launched by the universi-
search and the university’s ambition to advance ty and inaugurated by Her Excellency, the Minis-
in the rankings, locally, regionally, and interna- ter of Higher Education last month. They cover
tionally. The university’s community support various fields, the first mentioned was supporting

the Fund Siraj Endowment for Higher Education
under the Ministry of Endowments and Reli-
gious Affairs as an endowment institution.” He
expressed his hope that this contribution will
contribute to serving society in general and the
Sultanate in particular. Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Harithi said: “The university was granted the
land ownership on which it was built, and an ex-
emption from several fees. Considering this, we
have undertaken several initiatives and started
this year with an amount of two million Omani
riyals, including: the university's Siraj Fund En-
dowment, partial scholarships, the research
Centre, and Student Support Fund. As well as re-
newable energy projects, will be distributed
over five years.” Dr. Fouad Chedid stated that ac-
ademic accreditation is a fundamental universi-
ty pillar and developing and enriching knowl-
edge through creative teaching methods and
applied research that effectively contribute to
social-economic development in the Sultanate,
and providing a stimulating educational envi-
ronment enhanced by international coopera-
tion. During the meeting, he also reviewed the
university’s academic programs at the five col-
leges, and the language and foundation studies
Centre.Italso includes more than 7,500 students
and offers 48 academic programs, pointing out
that the university has achieved a 25% growth
rate in the total value of research grants in the

academic year 2022-2023. He added: “There will
be opportunities that were not available before
obtaining accreditation and the academic inter-
connection with other universities to open new
local and global horizons, pointing to the special-
izations that we intend to review for the coming
years what we consider available for employment
in the labor market.” Hamad Al-Hajri said that the
university is committed to serving the communi-
ty and promoting education and scientific re-
search, highlighting the Student Support Fund,
which aims to support disadvantaged students
and achieve their academic goals. He stated that
the total support provided by grants and dis-
counts in the academic year from 2016/17 until
23/2022, amounted to more than two million
Omani riyals.

The university Boards of Trustees and Administration hold their first meeting for the
academic year 2023/2024

Within the framework of the university's Boards
of Trustees and Administration, to jointly coor-
dinate the workflow of the university's pro-
grams and plans and to discuss developments
and challenges, the two councils held their first
joint meeting for the academic year 2023-2024.
During the meeting, many topics related to the
university’s work progress were discussed, the
most important of which was the initial report
issued by the General Authority for Academic
Accreditation and Quality Assurance. As well as
the community initiatives submitted by the uni-
versity in the amount of 2 million Omani riyals
over five years to support the Endowment Foun-
dation for Learning “Siraj” and the university
Endowment Foundation, partial scholarships,
student support fund, and the establishment of
a sustainable energy research Centre. Professor
Fouad Chedid reviewed the most important
achievements of the academic year 2022-2023,
including program and student numbers, as

well as community service. One of the most im-
portant achievements he touched on was the uni-
versity’s entry into the QS global classification of
Arab universities. The two councils also met with
the university’s Academic Council to discuss the
most important aspects related to the education-
al and research process, challenges, and future
plans. The two councils also held a meeting with
the university’s Student Advisory Council, where
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A monthly magazine published by Public relation
and Media department, covers A’'Shargiyah Universi
ty evenrs, activities and achievments.

General supervision: Public Relation and Media De-
partment.

Arabic language proofreading: College of Arts and
Humanities.

Mashreq Al Shames-Issue 49 English Language Proofreading: Public Relation

and Media Department.
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