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Death Anxiety and its Association with the Big Five Personality Dimensions among
Cancer Patients in Muscat Governorate in the Sultanate of Oman

Author: Asma Mohammed Al Hudaifi
Advisory Committee

Dr. Fouad Aldawash (Chief Advisor)

Dr. Esam Al Lawati (Second Advisor)
The current study aims to explore the relationship between death anxiety and the
Big Five personality dimensions among cancer patients in the Muscat Governorate,
Sultanate of Oman. Additionally, it aims to identify differences in this relationship based
on demographic factors such as gender, type of cancer, duration of illness, and stage of
illness. A descriptive correlational methodology was adapted on a sample comprising £Y
cancer patients, including ¥4 females and ¢ males, diagnosed with various types and stages
of cancer. Data were collected using the Death Anxiety Scale developed by the researcher
and the Big Five Personality Dimensions Scale.The study revealed a statistically
significant relationship between the fourth and fifth dimensions (neuroticism and openness
to experience) and death anxiety. Neuroticism (the fourth dimension) showed a correlation
of (+.YYY) with a significance level of (+.+°), while openness to experience (the fifth

dimension) exhibited statistical significance at :.+) with a correlation of (-+.¥1¢ ),

Furthermore, the study indicated significant differences in the level of death anxiety among
cancer patients based on the investigated demographic factors. Statistically significant
differences were found in death anxiety based on gender, with a ( F value of Y).4+¥ and
significance level of +.-+Y). Similarly, significant differences were observed based on the
type of cancer (F value = Y.YeV, significance = +.+°) and stage of cancer (F value = £.6A+,
significance = +.+ V). Significant differences favoring females were found in the level of
death anxiety, with females exhibiting a higher mean death anxiety level (°£.Y) compared
to males (£V.V), highlighting the importance of gender in determining the level of death
anxiety. Additionally, a notable effect of breast cancer and other types of cancer on death
anxiety level was observed, with statistically significant differences favoring other types of
cancer with a mean difference of -V°. The results concluded with statistically significant
differences in the second dimension of personality traits between males and females,

indicating a difference in conscientiousness favoring females (V.Ve+) compared to males
(V.Y ).

Keywords: Death anxiety, Big Five personality dimensions, Conscientiousness, Neuroticism
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